
THANK YOU FOR BEING A

Campaign Champion

Campaign Champions (CC) are the leaders within organizations who choose to step up and
share the United Way story, invite others to invest, and inspire creativity for their planning team.
United Way provides the tools, and you tailor the campaign to match your organization’s culture
and philanthropic approach. With your champion efforts, your organization unites through
donating, volunteering, and speaking out for causes that matter most to the people around you.
Our team is here to encourage and resource you for your best campaign yet!

Tobin Taylor
Firm Managing Partner

Heyl Royster

WHAT IS A CAMPAIGN CHAMPION?

Hello! Thank you for stepping up to lead your organization as a United
Way Campaign Champion. Collaboration and service have been my
central values as an attorney with Heyl Royster, serving across the state
of Illinois. As your 2026 Campaign Chair, my hope is to join you in
sharing how we see collaboration and service transforming our
community. As a board member, I witness firsthand the ingenuity of
United Way leadership and our local partner agencies in addressing the
greatest needs in our community. We look forward to an incredible 2026
campaign with your leadership!

2026 CAMPAIGN FOCUS
Our focus this year is sharing key data points from our 2026
Community Needs Assessment to show the distinct
connection between the identified needs and our Community
Impact Fund, which serves as the consistent and reliable
funding source to meet people where they are. We will
continue to provide the success stories in a variety of
formats for you to share what an impact your organization is
making! 

CHECK THE STORIES OUT!
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLCtNo_Gq7ZhM-
I6k8cIxN2tNiMtuv50kE&si=e8FEcGF0wnihFBbx

https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLCtNo_Gq7ZhM-I6k8cIxN2tNiMtuv50kE&si=e8FEcGF0wnihFBbx
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLCtNo_Gq7ZhM-I6k8cIxN2tNiMtuv50kE&si=e8FEcGF0wnihFBbx
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CAMPAIGN TIMELINE

All funds raised by the Heart of
Illinois United Way stay within
the six-county region of Peoria,
Tazewell, Woodford, Marshall,
Stark, and Putnam counties.

A Champion’s

plan

Determine campaign dates, length, and
location(s) if needed.

inspire

ask thank

Share the impact of your campaign!
Publish campaign results on your company
newsletter, social media channels, or a
message from the CEO.

Set campaign goals that are right for your
team (fundraising, participation, etc.).

Share success stories about those in our
community who have been helped by a
United Way funded agency.
Promote a culture of giving back.

Share your own story about why you
support United Way.

Kick off your campaign with a fun event
that features a fun and inspiring ask to
give.

Have your company CEO write a letter or
make a speech. 

Create fun activities and incentives for
your colleagues to participate in.

Visit our Campaign Materials resources
online to order campaign materials,
schedule speakers, agency fairs, or
agency tours for your campaign.

Involve executive leadership on your
campaign and secure CEO buy-in.

Invite United Way and United Way Partner
Agency staff to come and share about the
work that is currently being done in your
community.

Continue to share the United Way success
stories and additional engagement
opportunities. 

Send individualized thank-you notes to
each donor. Don’t forget to say “Thank
You!”

Review and send your campaign results to
the United Way staff.

Core Best Practice

Bonus Best Practice
Get your co-workers involved! Assemble a
campaign committee and assign roles
and responsibilities.

Bonus Best Practice

Core Best Practice

Develop a plan to host in-person or virtual
volunteering engagement activities. Learn
more at volunteer.hoiunitedway.org.

Bonus Best Practice
Host in-person or virtual events for giving
groups (e.g. Leadership Givers), or business
divisions to create competition and increase
engagement.

Bonus Best Practice
Conduct a campaign celebration to close-
out the fun!

Core Best Practice Core Best Practice

https://volunteer.hoiunitedway.org/


KEY CAMPAIGN RESOURCES
WEBSITE RESOURCES

A special thank you from our

President

Jennifer Zammuto
President
Heart of Illinois United Way

The Heart of Illinois United Way’s impact
for over a century is possible because of
leaders like you. Our collective work
continues to provide an efficient and
effective means for people to support the
vast needs of our region. Thank you for
your commitment to lead!

A note from our

VP of Resource Development

Heather Robertson
VP of Resource Development
Heart of Illinois United Way

Our community counts on you every year to
infuse your passion and insight into your
organization’s unique campaign. Thank you
for choosing to lead. This guide is here to
provide a streamlined experience for your
champion efforts!

Campaign Team Billing and Processing
Pamela Biles, Data Management Coordinator
pamela.biles@local.unitedway.org

Lexie Brinker, Community Resource Manager
lexie.brinker@local.unitedway.org

Amy Manwaring, Resource Development Manager 
amy.manwaring@local.unitedway.org

Heather Robertson, VP of Resource Development
heather.robertson@local.unitedway.org

Mary Brown, VP of Finance and Administration
mary.brown@local.unitedway.org

Lisa Wakeley, Campaign Information Coordinator
lisa.wakeley@local.unitedway.org

Marketing and Volunteering
Gina Edwards, VP of Marketing/Community Engagement
gina.edwards@local.unitedway.org

STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION

Speaker
Request Form

Tour 
Request Form

Volunteer 
Opportunities

Agency Fair
Request Form

Materials 
Order Form

2026
Community 
Assessment 

https://www.hoiunitedway.org/speaker-request/
https://www.hoiunitedway.org/speaker-request/
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