
“I knew what I wanted to achieve and the  
instructors assessed my skills and matched me 
with the classes I needed to succeed. After  
several technology classes, I’m on my way to 
starting my own barber business.” 
 
- Adult learner enrolled in a digital skills class  
at a United Way funded training program
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Education, financial stability, and health are vital for building safe and 
stable lives. The Heart of Illinois United Way is committed to ensuring 
these fundamentals are available for all individuals in our community.

WHY EDUCATION, FINANCIAL 
STABILITY, AND HEALTH?

DID YOU KNOW?  More than 93% of adults increased  
their knowledge through Heart of Illinois United  
Way funded academic and vocational training. 
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“When we adopted our grandchildren, we  
only had a small two bedroom home. The  
agency helped us learn how to budget for a 
down payment. Just before Christmas last year, 
we moved into our new home. Our grandkids 
have their own rooms now and are doing well 
in their new schools.” 
 
- Grandparents in a United Way funded  
housing program

DID YOU KNOW?  More than 99% of low-income adults  
and families who participated in Heart of Illinois United 
Way funded housing programs improved their safety 
and wellness by connecting to community resources. 
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“We didn’t have any fresh fruits or vegetables  
at home. My after-school program started  
sending me home with a backpack full of  
food and recipes each Friday night. Now every 
weekend, my family and I cook lots of healthy 
meals together.” 
 
- Student of a family participating in a United  
Way funded nutritious meal program

DID YOU KNOW?  More than 96% of youth and adults who 
participated in Heart of Illinois United Way funded 
health education classes increased their knowledge 
about healthy eating, exercise, and more. 


