
“Our daughter had never attended a  
formal school. She passed her kindergarten 
assessment with flying colors and we are so 
proud of her. She is excited to meet new  
friends in school this fall.” 
 
- Parents of a student enrolled in a United Way  
funded preschool program
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Education, financial stability, and health are vital for building safe and 
stable lives. The Heart of Illinois United Way is committed to ensuring 
these fundamentals are available for all individuals in our community.

WHY EDUCATION, FINANCIAL 
STABILITY, AND HEALTH?

DID YOU KNOW?  More than 76% of preschool students  
enrolled in Heart of Illinois United Way funded  
programs developed and maintained core skills in the 
areas of social-emotional learning, literacy, and math. 
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“I was struggling to find a job in retail, I needed 
a driver’s license, and my support dog needed 
vaccinations so I could stay in my apartment. 
The outreach staff helped me with my job 
search and got me back on track with  
veterinary services I didn’t know about.”  
 
- Adult participating in a United Way funded  
supportive employment program

DID YOU KNOW?  More than 95% of adults who  
participated in Heart of Illinois United Way funded 
vocational and supportive employment programs 
increased their knowledge of community resources 
and improved their financial stability.
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“I had a stroke in my early twenties and it  
permanently damaged my eyesight. I lost my 
job at a preschool because my vision was too 
blurry and I couldn’t manage my depth  
perception. With mobility training and new 
magnification tools, my job coach is helping me 
apply for work at a new preschool.”  
- Young adult participating in a United Way  
funded health treatment program

DID YOU KNOW?  More than 95% of youth and adults who 
received treatment from Heart of Illinois United Way  
funded health programs improved their physical health.


